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" Graduation Certificates " to the six-year-old pupils who
leave for the Sho-Gakko.
The Japanese curriculum and the textbooks for this
primary department are the same all over the country for
rich and poor alike, but the nuns at the Seisbin Gakuin have
special leave to teach English half an hour daily to the
younger children, and for longer periods to the rest of
the school Most of the singing and drawing classes of
the Sbo-Gakko are taught by the nuns who preside at the
recreations. Other subjects are taught by Japanese teachers.
A large number of the children by their own choice attend
religious instruction given daily by the nuns and by Catholic
graduates from the normal school, and most of them pay
a daily visit to the convent chapel.
After the six-year course of the Sho-Gakko the children
enter the Koto-Jo-Gakko, or secondary school, in which there
is a little more freedom as to the textbooks, although the
corriculum and the number of hours to be devoted to each
subject are uniform for all schools of the same grade.
In the Koto-Jo-Gakko there are, in the main, five hours of
English every week. Western history is taught by one of
the nuns who has a university degree, and other nuns teach
drawing and painting to those who wish to learn foreign,
rather than Japanese, art. The religious also preside over
some of the recreations, as in the primary school, and give
religious instruction to those who wish. The children in
the Koto-Jo-Gakko have weekly notes for conduct, they keep
the Superior's Feast as in all schools of the Society, offering
their wishes to her on that day as at Christmas. They also
take a large share in getting up the annual bazaar whose
proceeds go towards the various charities to which the
Seishin Gakuin subscribes. Thus in the secondary school
one finds the traditional spirit of the children of the Sacred